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A RESOLUTION to recognize Whitehaven Baptist Church on the 

occasion of its 175th anniversary. 
 
 WHEREAS, the churches of this nation have been an integral part of our history as a 

people and have had an unparalleled impact on forming and maintaining a stable and just 

society; and  

 WHEREAS, it is appropriate that we should recognize those venerable religious 

institutions and their congregations that, through their unflagging capacity for love, dedication of 

spirit, and faith in God, enrich the lives of people in their communities; and  

 WHEREAS, one such dynamic and historic community of faith is Whitehaven Baptist 

Church in Memphis, whose members are celebrating the church's 175th anniversary this year; 

and  

 WHEREAS, Whitehaven Baptist Church is a friendly Christian community that welcomes 

and encourages others to join its congregation in a life-enhancing journey to understand the 

Bible and Christianity; and  

 WHEREAS, the vision of Whitehaven Baptist Church is to make an impact for God within 

the Memphis community by helping people understand the enriching messages of eternal hope 

and following the examples and words of Jesus and His followers; and 

 WHEREAS, under the current guidance of interim pastor Reverend Terry Coleman, 

Whitehaven Baptist Church continues to serve as a sanctuary for building connections, 

community, and spiritual growth; and  

 WHEREAS, having professed his faith in Christ at an early age, Reverend Coleman 

began preaching the Gospel at the age of sixteen, and he has had the privilege of delivering 

God's message in eleven states and three foreign countries; and 
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 WHEREAS, Reverend Terry Coleman currently holds the position of senior staff 

chaplain at Baptist Desoto Hospital, in which position he has served since 2018; and  

 WHEREAS, in addition to leading multi-service and staff ministries, Reverend Terry 

Coleman has served in several positions of leadership, including assistant pastor, pastor, 

intentional interim minister, and hospital chaplain; and 

 WHEREAS, throughout his years of service, Reverend Coleman has enjoyed the love 

and support of his wife, Lea Ann, their three children, and five grandchildren; and 

 WHEREAS, Whitehaven Baptist Church has stood on the rock-solid foundation of 

Christian belief, service, and love for 175 years, serving as a bastion of faith and outreach to the 

people of its community; and  

 WHEREAS, thanks to the church's faith, leadership, and strength of its members, the 

church has persevered and continues to grow; it is truly one of the great religious institutions 

and catalysts for positive social change in our State and nation, and the members of this 

exceptional congregation should be appropriately honored for their exemplary service to their 

fellow Christians and to the good people of Tennessee; now, therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRTEENTH 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we join in the celebration of the 

175th anniversary of Whitehaven Baptist Church, thank the good people of its congregation and 

their ministers for their notable service to their Lord and the State of Tennessee, and wish them 

much continued success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


